Just back from a stay in Germany, where my nephew got married and we recited a little interesting poem. Why do I mention that? Because we held this information back until after the wedding, since the new bride now proudly wears the Tampier name, and we also kindly let her know what she got herself into. So let's share this secret with the remainder of the family now. You need to sit down for this and remove all beverages from your desk so nothing can spill onto your computer.
 

In the summer I started browsing some French family websites, and one of them was this one:
http://www.orange.fr/bin/frame.cgi?u=http%3A//genealogie.orange.fr/v2/membres/identification.asp%3Ftheme%3Dorange%26service%3D%26redirect%3D%252Fv2%252Fgenealogie%252Drecherche%252Falertes%252Dliste%252Ddetail%252Easp%253Ftheme%253Dorange%2526id%255Falerte%253D5378240
 

They offer to print a document explaining the origin and meaning of your family name. I requested this for Tampier and they confirmed they could do it. Really, it's their affiliated genealogist skimming through some books and references in order to find out about family names and their origins. He successfully did so, and some ten days later or so I received mail from France: it was a nicely printed document explaining the meaning of our name, and the historical context. Johannes promised to scan and post the entire document on the Tampier website sometime, but I believe it's not on yet. Of course it's in French (quite appropriate) and I'll now quote part of the document in French first before translating into English.
 

Le patronyme Tampier représente, à priori, une variante graphique de Tempier. Le surnom "li Tempier" fut attribué à l'un de vos ancêtres vers le XIème, XIIème ou XIIIème siècle, à l'époque de la formation des noms héréditaires, probablement en raison de son comportement. L'ancien francais "tempier", issu du latin populaire "temperium", attesté au XIème siècle, signifiait "tempête" ainsi que "grand bruit, tumulte, vacarme", aussi "désordre, confusion, querelle" (expression "mettre en tel tempier", "mettre un tel désordre"). Le surnom "li tempier" s'est vraisemblablement appliqué à un individu bruyant, coléreux ou querelleur. C'est cette particularité de son comportement qui a permis à ses contemporains de le différencier et de le surnommer ainsi.
 L'aspect physique, les moeurs, le comportement des gens ont permis la création de nombreux sobriquets qui, plus tard, sont devenus des noms de famille. Il faut savoir que ses surnoms étaient toujours attribué par l'entourage, jamais choisis par les intéressés, et qu'ils étaient souvent sans complaisance. Ces noms issus de sobriquets représentent aujourd'hui 20% des patronymes. On peut imaginer votre aieul être identifié dans les actes administratifs par la mention "Jehannes dict li tempier" (Jean dit le querelleur).
 

IN ENGLISH:
"The name Tampier is just a variant of Tempier. The surname "li Tempier" was given to one of your ancestors in the XIth to XIIIth century, during the period of hereditary family names, probably based on his behaviour. The old French "tempier", from the Latin "temperium", as used in the XIth century, meant "tempest" as well as "loud/excessive noise, tumult", and also "disorder, confusion, quarrel" (expression "put sth in such tempier", "put in such disorder"). The surname "li tempier" was probably applied to an individual who was loud, irate, or quarrelsome. It's this side of his behaviour that has allowed his entourage to single him out and name him in this way."
 

The French text then goes on to explain that 20% of family names are based on nicknames. Our ancestor may simply have been called 'John the quarrelsome.'
 Still on your chairs?
 As I mentioned, this is taken from some genealogical dictionaries. The name Tempier is explained as being derived from "temperium" in the Dictionnaire de la Généalogie de Léon Roy at Rixensart (Belgium, www.genearix.org). If you know some Latin, you may feel that this can be contested. For example, lat. temperans means "tempered, moderate", so you could say that the name really depicts someone that behaved moderately in all things. Personally, I don't know enough about Latin or "new Latin" or old French, as it was in use 1,000 years ago in France, to confirm or falsify the above. So for now I'd go with the wisdom of the sages, i.e. the genealogists.
 

That's pretty much what I found over the last year or so. There may thus not be an awful lot more coming from me over the coming months unless more is unearthed!
 

Cheers,         Martin (Montreal)
